
 

Local warming: Daily temperature change influences belief in global warming

   
   
   
Abstract:

Although people are quite aware of global warming, their beliefs about it may be malleable; specifically, their
beliefs may be constructed in response to questions about global warming. Beliefs may reflect irrelevant but
salient information, such as the current day's temperature. This replacement of a more complex, less easily
accessed judgment with a simple, more accessible one is known as attribute substitution. In three studies,
we asked residents of the United States and Australia to report their opinions about global warming and
whether the temperature on the day of the study was warmer or cooler than usual. Respondents who
thought that day was warmer than usual believed more in and had greater concern about global warming
than did respondents who thought that day was colder than usual. They also donated more money to a
global-warming charity if they thought that day seemed warmer than usual. We used instrumental variable
regression to rule out some alternative explanations.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0956797611400913   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Temperature

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  
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Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States, United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Mental Health/Stress

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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